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What idea, then, have you of me? he replied with an
air of indignation, do you take me for a base deserter?
Alas! what would become of your Faith if I should abandon
you? Your salvation is dearer to me than my life.

He was indefatigable in the exercises of his devo-
tion; unceasingly occupied in exhorting the Savages
to virtue, his only thought was to make them
fervent Christians. His impassioned and pathetic
manner of preaching made a deep impression upon
their hearts. Some Loup families, who have very
recently come from Orange, told me with tears in
their eyes that they were indebted to him for their
conversion to Christianity; and that the instructions
which he had given them when they received
Baptism from him, about 30 years ago, could not be
effaced from their minds,— his words were so effica-
cious, and left so deep traces in the hearts of those
who heard him.

He was not content with instructing the Savages
almost every day in the Church; he often visited
them in their cabins. His familiar conversations
charmed them; he knew how to blend with them a
holy cheerfulness which is much more pleasing to
the Savages than a serious and melancholy manner.
He had also the art of winning them to do whatever
he wished; he was among them like a master in the
midst of his pupils.

Notwithstanding the continual occupations of his
ministry, he never omitted the sacred exercises
which are observed in our houses. He rose and
made his Prayer at the prescribed hour. He never
neglected the eight days of annual retreat; he
enjoined upon himself to make it in the first days of
Lent, which is the time when the Savior entered



